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with the magistrate at Ta-chien-lu the question of get-
ting an escort for a projected journey through Tibet, he
said that he intended not only paying all expenses, as
he had always done, but rewarding the men composing
the escort. The magistrate looked surprised at the state-
ment that the illustrious traveler had always paid his
escort and their expenses during the eighteen months his
journey in China had lasted, and declared that these men
had had all their expenses paid by the authorities, and
that not one of thorn had ever received a cash from him.
With but little trouble it was found that the boy had
quietly pocketed all the money given him for the escort,
amounting to several thousand taels. Ho confessed, but
the master, for some reason, was satisfied with dismissing
him, and he returned to Shanghai, where he now occupies
a prominent and even honored place among the merchants
of that city.
This one of mine was, unfortunately for him, too fond
of his wine, and often told me things about his exploits
which he had better have kept to himself. Of one piece
of sharp practice, perpetrated while serving Lieutenant
Younghusband, he was especially proud. He said that,
when leaving K'uei-hua ch'eug for Hami, he himself had
"bought the carts and mules which his master had hired,
and had given for them much less than Younghusband
h<ad to pay as hire. This was his start in business, and
by tlie time he reached India (six months later), he had
stolen over three hundred ounces of silver. Although
this confession put me on my, guard at an early stage of
my journey, he was able to make over Tls. 50 on the hire
of the cai'ts from Peking to Lan-chou Fu alone,
I was in despair about securing men to accompany me
in my wanderings; weeks had passed, and I seemed BO